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I wish to invite you to participate in a research project, described below.
My name is Dr Alistair Harkness and, with colleagues, I am conducting this research as part of my role in the School of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences at the University of New England.  

	Research Project
	“Exploring photographic depictions of rural crime and victimisation: A thematic analysis”

	Aim of the Research

	Photographs allow us to absorb moments in time and serve as expressions of emotion, allowing others to bear witness to deeply personal experiences, providing a vividness of detail not conveyed through other storytelling methods. This project will collect and curate photographs Australia-wide which depict crime in rural settings though a competition judged by a panel of experts. Submissions will be accompanied by blurbs which will be thematically analysed. The project will culminate in a permanent online curated exhibition, physical gallery exhibitions, and scholarly works.

	Photo competition
	I invite you to submit a photograph for this project. Terms, conditions, themes and specific requirements can be found at https://www.unelife.com.au/ruralcrime  

	Confidentiality
	Any personal details gathered in the course of the study will remain confidential. No individual will be identified by name in scholarly publications of the results which will be purely thematic. If your photograph is selected for a prize or to be included in exhibitions, with your agreement your name will be included in order to appropriately acknowledge your creative work.  
The only personal information collected from participants will be their name and email address (to appropriately attribute creative rights as desired; to enable contact should a participant’s work be selected by the esteemed expert judging panel to have a winning entry, age (to ensure aged over 14 years); and details about the photograph submitted (including location, type of camera used, and a brief (150 to 200 word) blurb about the photograph. For the publication component, blurbs may be used but will be de-identified. For the exhibition, names or pseudonyms will be used to identify ownership of creative rights, and participants will be asked on the consent form to identify whether they wish their own name to be used.

	Participation is Voluntary
	Participation in this project is entirely voluntary. In submitting a photograph, you will be asked to accompany acknowledge your consent and agree to the competition’s terms and conditions.   

	Use of Information
	150 to 200 word blurbs which accompany submitted photographs will be used thematically to explore key issues associated with rural crime and victimisation. 

	Upsetting Issues
	It is unlikely that this research will raise any personal or upsetting issues but if it does you may wish to contact Lifeline on 13 11 14.

	Storage of Information
	Any and all hardcopy information collected as part of this project will be retained in a locked cabinet in my office at the University of New England. Any electronic data will be kept on cloud.une.edu.au, UNE’s centrally managed cloud server managed by the research team. It will also be kept on a password protected computer in the same location. Only the research team will have access to the data.

	Disposal of Information
	All the data collected in this research will be kept indefinitely.

	Approval
	This project has been approved by the Human Research Ethics Committee of the University of New England (Approval No. HE21-104).

	Researchers

Contact Details
	Feel free to contact me with any questions about this research by email at alistair.harkness@une.edu.au or by phone on (02) 6773 3528.


	Complaints
	Should you have any complaints concerning the manner in which this research is conducted, please contact:

Mrs Jo-Ann Sozou
Research Ethics Officer 

Research Services

University of New England   
Armidale, NSW  2351

Tel: (02) 6773 3449  

Email: humanethics@une.edu.au


	
	Regards

Dr Alistair Harkness




